CHAPTER III ENTRANCE INTO THE RAILROAD FIELD
REGARDED from the point of view of public interest, Mr. Harriman's life between 1876, when he founded the Boys' Club, and 1881, when he entered the railroad field, was comparatively uneventful. He carried on his business successfully, strengthened his credit, and gradually accumulated capital; but he did not publicly distinguish himself in any way, and was generally regarded by superficial observers as nothing more than a skillful and prosperous Wall Street broker. During these uneventful years, however, his character was steadily developing and he was gaining rthe knowledge, experience, and judgment which, in later life, made him a commanding figure in the financial world. A change was taking place, moreover, in his aims and purposes. He had been satisfied for a time with the mere buying and selling of securities as a means of making money for others and for himself; but the stocks and bonds in which he dealt were only symbols of real value, and as he grew older and became more conscious of his